INTRODUCTION
THIS is an attempt to analyse what has been the most important, if the least spectacular .political leadership in the age in which we live. Beyond all the figures that the War has left in old age and high office, Mr, Baldwin stands out pre-eminently. He has supported in its collapse a great political party and its creed. He has represented the public opinion of a dejected and disconsolate nation in a critical phase of its history. He has played his part in the closing cycle of a political system of which the standing form has belied the tottering fabric. Without the ability tci provide the leadership which the nation required, he has proved himself to be the best leader that the nation could produce* Praise of him is silent, condemnation of him is of postwar statesmen generally, of a vulgarised public and of a decadent system. In a period of bewilderment in civilisation it was Mr. Baldwin who was thrust up as a figure to preside with urbanity over conferences and crises the significance of which their promoters can have never understood. From Washington to Ottawa he has drifted on the tide, blamed for a lack of vision, which he has shared generally with his times.
The fact that neither Mrs, Baldwin nor the family of the ex-Prime Minister are mentioned in these pages is an attempt at least to honour Mr, Baldwin with a criticism of his statesmanship devoid of sentiment. When it was shown that he exercised the greatest virtue in his family life it would only add, not to the greatness of his career* but to the nausea of modern politics. He is judged here by the eternal criteria by which those who aspire to high office
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